Year 11 GCSE Drama Scheme of Work
Project One: Various trust activities: One lesson
Aims: To develop group work skills and to recap on trust work nd to get the students motivated back into drama after the holidays.
* Physical warm up of any kind. Pace warm up.  Try various weight taking, trust and lift activities, ensuring a safe environment.
· Leaning in pairs, pulling out, leaning in, side by side leans and weight taking, moving to slightly lift on the hips.  Leaning out to sit together, then leaning out to stand, try facing each other and back to back.

· Whole class in a circle, one in middle feet central top half of body leaning out, the circle gently move them around.

· Running up to partner and moving to the side at the last minute, careful of floor etc, just use half the class at once.

· Lifts if you feel confident, firemans lift, superman over someones back whilst they are on all fours etc.

Project Two: (one week in class and homework) Coursework section A04 for Paper 1, unit 2
Developing scripted skills and writing reviews.

Based on Bouncers
· Recap Bouncers play – who were the characters? Judd (David Buck), Les, (Jono Ayres) Ralph (John Bailey) and Lucky Eric (Adam Warsop)
Brainstorm on board and in books.

· What was it about, what issues arose? When is it set? (early nineties)

· What was effective? What was weak etc

· How was lighting and sound used?

· How was character created and sustained?

· General overview.

· Get the students to draw a stage diagram of the set (Raised area, steps, where is the acting area? Label the diagram.)

· Give out review sheets and go over how to write a review.  Use student handbook for drama pages 104-116.

Students to write a review of up to 4 sides, no more.  If three sides, they may wish to add the stage diagram etc.  Lined paper, they must use both sides for this coursework for paper 1, Unit 2.
Project Three: Developing Script work skills/ Dramatic tension
AIMS: To develop script work skills using Harold Pinters Last To Go extract from Themes From Life book (page 83)

Skills developed in: (Write these on the board)

Accent – Cockney

Meaning

Staging

Movement -gestures

Pauses – dramatic tension

Entrances/exits

Character

Expression

Students to work on the scene in pairs, using all off the above as a focal point.

20 minutes to rehearse all elements.  May use set props like tables, chairs etc.

Students to write down all of the skills from the board in pairs and to give a grade for each area in each performance.  Compare to the teachers marks.

Review – What worked well why? How was tension created effectively?
Project Four: Confusions, using movement

Aims: To develop the use of movement using only the stage directions in Alan Aykbournes confusions – Mother Figure Play.

· Use the first page of Mother figure – read out the stage directions and dialogue that Lucy uses in the first page.  How important are the stage directions? How do they introduce the play? What is the desired effect? What can we tell about Lucy.
· One person to act as a director and they are to direct the movements, actions and mannerisms of Lucy.  Gesture and facial expressions are very important.
· Concentrate on the stage directions, the use of moving on and off stage and the use of facial expressions and body language.

Plenary:

Perform and evaluate, what worked well? Why?

Project Five: Opposing Tension
Opposing Tension: To look at how opposing tension can be used to make the scene more dramatic or give clarity.

Aims: To look at what opposing tension is and how it can be used when working on character within scripts and improvisations.

Introduce opposing Tension.  (This is where an actor using two different body tensions in opposing ways to create various character traits.)

· Someone who is old may stick their chin really far forward and walk with their bottom out, thus creating opposing tensions from the chin and bottom.

· Try this as a class, get the students to walk around as an old person, greeting each other.

· Ask for suggestions on young person – Shy person – Quiet – Outgoing – Hard-man – Frightened – a drunk (this could be done walking on the outside of your feet, with your head held up, makes it difficult to walk – talk about actors needing to be aware of the tension etc.

· Try each suggestion around the room.

· Discuss Symbolism, how objects or different levels can be used to show characters.

Use a bottle as a prop, hold it in your hand and walk slowly as an example.  What characters do they see?

Now if the bottle was wrapped in a brown paper bag, how would that make a difference?

If you were using the drunk example – how would the lower class drunk walk and move as opposed to a high class drunken toff?  A few minutes in pairs to devise a scene showing two people coming out from a pub at 11pm, both are drunk.  Use two sets of different opposing tensions or symbolisms for each one.  Make the scene last for approx 2  mins.

· Also try using luxury balance – where you walk on the outside of your feet in a line, how does this show someone who is drunk?
Plenary: 

Watch each piece – Feedback:

What made each one effective, where was the opposing tension used? Did it work? What was convincing, what wasn’t?

Project Six: Two Week With The Queen – Introducing Paper 1, Unit 2
Aims: To develop an understanding of the issues and themes surrounding the story of two Weeks With The Queen and to look at scripted skills and explorative strategies related to the script itself.
· Read through the opening of Two Weeks With the Queen

· Discuss the issues raised.

· Students to work in small groups to use opposing tension to direct the opening scene with the characters of the mum, dad, Colin and Luke.
· Try this using the alphabet movement cube. (Artaudian – uses for corners of a cube, top, middle, bottom for each letter of the alphabet.) Try to spell the names of the characters in role using a gesture for each of them.  I.e: Mum, making tea, Dad, reading the paper, Luke playing with toys, Colin messing around.  Try this with music as an introduction to this scene.  Try to make it stylised.

Project Seven: Two Weeks With The Queen 

– The exam lasts from October ½ term to Xmas

Paper 1, Unit 2.  See separate scheme of work for the 6 hour practical and accompanying written work.

Also see Two Weeks With the Queen help sheet.
After Xmas:
Project one: The Travellers – devising skills.
· Watch the video documentary of the travellers.  Discuss the travellers rights and how their rights were violated.  

· Give out handouts of the article about the incident involving the travellers getting arrested at 4am for no reason.  (Long discussions can ensue here.)

· Add narrated action where the character introduces another character through narration (see KenTaylor and Joss Leeders GCSE Drama for Edexcel book – Pg 70)

· Develop the scene showing what happened to them when the polive awoke the travellers at 4am to move them along and were threatening to the travellers, how did the farmer get involved?

Add stereotypes for each character, typical policeman as stereotype, farmer as a Cornish farmer, travellers as hippyish tree hug huggers etc.

Do each bit step by step – refine and rehearse a devised scene.

Present and give a practise Paper 2 grade.
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