Drama

The Runaway – Year 8 Scheme of work

By Kerry Mason

Aims:

· To look at how drama can explore issue based work.

· To develop theatre in education techniques in a stimulating environment.

· To develop the use of conventions, skills and techniques.

· To differentiated work through activities, resources and controlling factors.

· To allow pupils to set personal targets.

· To use teacher and student in role effectively to encourage participation.

Objectives:

Pupils will be able to: 

· Gain an understanding about homelessness and be able to empathise with the characters.

· Analyse their work and that of others in a critical manner, using constructive criticism.

· Use student in role fluently.

· Understand new techniques, such as thought tunnels and forum theatre.

· Work to set targets.

· Be able to structure their drama work.

· Understand how professionals make decisions (using Mantle of the expert).

Teaching objectives:

· Will be able to keep track of the student’s progress.

· Be able to ensure differentiated work for all pupils.

· Will develop in role teaching.

Techniques, skills acquired:

· Improvisation

· Role Play

· Thought Tunnel

· Hot Seating

· Forum Theatre

· Re-enactment

· Still Image

Resources Required:

· Picture of Lisa (can use any photo or picture from the internet)

· Written case report about Lisas disappearance (see appendix)

· Lisa’s diary extract

· Coursework task sheet (see appendix)

Kerry Mason

Lesson One: (approx 1 hour)

· Introduce the topic and discuss the aims.  

· Devise a class contract that shows teacher-pupil commitment.  Focus on setting discipline targets and targets such as, we all agree to take part.  We all agree to not criticise unless constructive.  We all agree to praise when praise is due.

· Tell pupils they will all be in role as police officers and yourself as a sergeant.

· Read out case file on Lisa’s disappearance (see appendix)

· Discuss – What needs to be solved? – What ways forward are there?

· In pairs discuss what might have happened and how the police can carry out an investigation.

· Report back to the class.  Brainstorm findings on the board, or flip chart. (Mantle of the Expert)

· Improvisation between Lisa (the teacher) and Lisa's mum (volunteer)

· Do not tell this to the pupils or student volunteering.  Begin by asking if you can have that fiver she promised you.  Argue about this for a while (they should respond negatively), if not try to turn it into an argument.  End up by storming out, saying you’re sick of that fat slob of a boyfriend the mum has, and that she always gives him the money, even though he spends it all at the pub.

· Discuss – What was the argument about? – Why doesn’t Lisa like the mum’s boyfriend?

· Recap skills developed and discuss how the story may develop.

Lesson Two:

· In role entering the classroom as police officers, take register in role.

· Recap what was found out about Lisa, what steps forward could the police make?

 – Discuss in pairs for 4 minutes and feedback to the class for 5 minutes.

· Hotseat Lisa’s mum and step. 

· Ask questions again in role as police officers.

· You might want to know things like, what is your relationship with Lisa?

·  – Do you get on? – Did she tell you she was leaving? – What was the argument about?

· Hotseat Lisa’s boyfriend.  (Use forum theatre so you can differentiate and allow all students to have a go, or take over.  All students should try to ask one question.)

· Discuss, what new evidence or information have we gathered?

· In pairs improvise (planned) a phone call between Lisa and her boyfriend. (Rehearse for 5 minutes, 5 minutes to perform a few (volunteers).

· Recap skills, new findings, what the students think happened.

Lesson Three:

· Out of role register and recap of lessons.  Info to students; Lisa ran away to London to meet her boyfriend where he lives, but didn’t actually meet him.  She has been sleeping rough for one night.

· Discuss the technique of thought tunnels.  Get students to stand in two lines facing each other.  The teacher is in role as Lisa and walks down the middle.  The teacher stops at each person and when the teacher looks at a student, they say what the character of Lisa is thinking.  Do this so every pupil gets a say.

· Discuss what Lisa’s emotions were.  Create a role on the wall (Draw an outline of a person on a large piece of paper and info about Lisa inside the body.) as a whole 

class of Lisa, showing her feelings, emotions and worries.  Include what details you know about her.

· Review work so far.  Get each student to set a target that they hope to achieve by the end of this unit of work.  Get a partner to check it to see if it is smart. (Specific,  measurable, accurate, reliable and time bonded.  I.e. by the end of the unit, I will perform to the class.

Lesson Four:

· Students enter in role as police officers again.  Discuss findings so far.

· CONTROLLING FACTOR (to shape the structure.)  Lisa’s diary has been found.

· Read to the class.  (She appendix)

· What do we now know about Lisa? – Did she intend to meet her boyfriend?

· Do you think she intended to commit suicide or attempt to murder her mum’s boyfriend?

· Why might she have said this? 

· What are her intentions?

· Devise a short scene showing Lisa’s first night sleeping rough.  What was it like? – Focus on developing gesture and facial expression.  Those who are able to add a freeze frame (still image) at teacher’s suggestion.

· Perform, evaluate, what worked well? Were they realistic?

Lesson Five:

· Recap, register out of role.

· Show as a role-play, what happened to Lisa when she was found.  Use two still images during important or significant moments of the play.

· They may choose for Lisa to be found by her mum, step-dad or the police.

· Perform after 20 minutes rehearsal.

· Evaluate.  Were the plays showing realism?  What were the positive points of the plays/performances? How might people or groups improve or progress?  Teacher to give positive comments to each group.

· Repeat the thought tunnel from a previous lesson, this time showing Lisa’s feelings and thoughts when back home.

· How has or can the home situation be resolved? – Talk about compromise.

Lesson Six:

· Register out of role and recap.

· Students to prepare for a chat show (Trisha style, not Jerry Springer) that Lisa appeared on.

-This is to include information about the problems she had, what she did and how they were resolved.

-Students to work in mixed sex and ability groups.

· Allow 10 minutes for students to plan this, (give out paper for brain trees).

· Allow 15 minutes for rehearsal (longer if required)

· All groups perform to the class.

· Final evaluation.

-   Do you think it was resolved?

-   What other alternatives could we have had?

· In pairs, discuss what you and your partner did well.  Was your target reached? 

· Feedback to the class.

