Eastwood School


Year 7 - Mime/Silent Movie - Term 3 Pt 1

Objectives

· For pupils to understand and use the skills and techniques related to silent movies.

· To introduce drama skills such as mime, facial expression, physical gesture, characterisation, and still images.

· For pupils to devise and evaluate their own silent movies with the use of ICT.

· To encourage co-operation and work between the sexes

Mime = a storyline is acted out through movement and gesture without the character speaking. Characters do not mouth words. The movement and gestures make the drama clear.

Lesson 1

Aims: To continue and develop the use of mime as a means of expression.

To understand how our performances affect an audience’s response and interpretation.

Starter

Get pupils to come up with a list of emotions/feelings e.g. angry, happy, tired, lonely.

In pairs facing each other, pupils are to use facial expressions to show different emotions and feelings that are called out by the teacher.

Discuss – why is it important to show emotions and feelings when performing mime in front of an audience? Explain that when performing mime the only way of communicating with the audience is through movement and expressions; therefore it is important to make all gestures and expressions bigger.

Pupils are to repeat the same exercise but this time everything must be 10 times bigger and exaggerated.

Main

In groups of 3 using mime create a short ‘chase and fight scene’. The scene must have a policeman, a thief and a shop owner.

Pupils need to think about performing in front of an audience, how will they make the characters obvious? What gestures can they use?

Make sure there is no physical contact! To show the fight pupils must create three different still images to show the action. Encourage pupils to add slapstick movements.

Focus on exaggerated gestures.

Rehearse/Perform/Evaluate

Plenary

Refer to aims. Discuss how pupils have developed their mime skills over the past two weeks.

Lesson 2

Aim: To understand and be able to analyse skills and techniques used in silent movies.

Resources:

Show a small section of a silent movie film

Sugar paper/pens

Starter

Pupils are to watch a small section of a silent movie film

Discuss the film and its link to previous work. Why is it funny? What is the acting like?

Main
In groups of 4/5 pupils are to create an idea storm about silent movies.

Pupils can write about:

Use of music

Characters

Use of placards

Storyline

Gestures/facial expressions etc…

Why is it funny?

Discuss as a class group work.

Discuss what kind of words would appear on a placard?

How does the music and the placard help the drama?

Discuss the movie things you saw at the museum, how does this fit in with silent movies?  Discuss and demonstrate slapstick

Plenary

Refer to aims; discuss the film and the skills and techniques used.

Lesson 3

Aims: Be able to appreciate the use of music and placards in silent movies and to use them appropriately in performance.

Be able to work co-operatively in a group.

Resources:

Card/pens

Silent Movie music

Starter

Play four pieces of silent movie music, after each piece pupils are to give words that describe the pace, emotions, feelings, story etc. Write these on the board.

Play the music again, this time pupils are to walk around and respond to the music individually. Pupils must show gestures, facial expressions, body language etc.

Main

Choose one piece of music.

In mixed groups of 4/5.

Pupils are to create in ‘mini silent movie’; they must devise a scene that can be performed alongside the music.

Pupils must remember to use skills that they learnt – gestures, facial expressions, still images, slapstick etc.

It should have a strong beginning, middle and end. Think about characters!

Each group has 2 pieces of card to create placards – they must be used appropriately.

Rehearse/perform/evaluate

Plenary

Refer to aims.

Give definitions for the following: mime, exaggeration, facial expression, gestures, still image.

Lesson 4

Aims: To create a short stage silent movie for assessment using the skills and techniques you have developed so far.

Be able to work co-operatively in a group.

Resources:

Storyboard sheets

Starter

Pace warm up using silent movie ideas, such as a funny walk, slapstick fall etc

Main – explain assessment task

In mixed groups of 3 / 4 pupils are to create a short stage silent movie. It must include all the skills and techniques that pupils have developed so far.

Characters: hero/heroine, villain, victim

Structure: Capture, railway line, rescue, chase, victory.

Pupils are to rehearse. Think about use of music and placards. Use still images to show fight scenes.

Plenary

Discuss rehearsal/set homework

Homework

Using worksheets provided pupils are to create a storyboard to show what happens in their silent movie.

Lesson 5

Aim: To rehearse and develop your group performances ready for assessment

Resources:

Mime cards

Silent movie music

Material for placards

Collect homework

Starter – Mime race

Organise 5 groups and sit in 5 rows. Everyone except the person at the front must face the back. The person at the front is given a card with a mime on it e.g. combing your hair, drinking a can of pop etc. This person must act out the mime to the 2nd person; once they have got it they must then repeat it to the 3rd person and so on. The winning team is the first one to get their mime to the end of the line. The person must also guess what it is correctly.

Main – Rehearse

Pupils must use this time effectively to get their performance together.

Questions to think about:

Is my character clear to the audience?

Is the story clear to the audience?

Are we using placards/music appropriately?

Are our still images focused and clear?

Can we develop gestures, facial expressions, and body language?

Think about space – can the audience see me?

Plenary

Discuss today’s rehearsal. 

Explain next week’s assessment and refer to level descriptors.

Lesson 6

Aims: Be able to perform group pieces.

To appreciate drama in performance as both a participant and spectator.

Resources

Silent movie music

Placards

Video camera

Assessment sheets

Lighting (optional)

Reaffirm today’s task, expectations and behaviour. This is an opportunity for pupils to ask any questions or raise problems.

Performances – each group is to perform their silent movie. Record/film each performance.

Plenary

Overall summary of performances.

Optional Lesson (optional – performance evaluation can always be done in lesson 6)

Aims: Be able to use performance as a tool for evaluation and improvement.

Resources:

ICT facilities to show performances.

If you have the time and the facilities the performances may be edited and altered to look even more like a silent movie. For example you could experiment with effects, show it in black and white, add the music etc.

Pupils are to watch each performance and evaluate, this also gives the performers a chance to evaluate their own work. What was good/strong/successful? Why? What could be improved? How would they develop it? Skills and techniques used?

Plenary
Discuss the unit bringing it to an end.

What have they enjoyed the most? What do have they been successful at? What have they found challenging?

Silent Movie – Evaluation Sheet

How well did you work as a group? Did your ideas change a lot during the rehearsal process?

What was your character(s) and what skills and techniques did you use to create them? Give examples of the physical gestures and facial expressions you used.

What Silent Movie techniques did your group use in your work? Give examples of still images, mime, music and placards you used in your Silent Movie.

BONUS – How did these help to communicate your story to the audience?

If you performed again what changes would you make to improve your work?

What did you like best about other group’s work? What was your favourite moment?

What have you enjoyed the most during the Silent Movies topic and why?

Finally, write down two targets for your future practical work.

