Year 10 – Character Unit

Aims: To develop a full and in depth character in small groups from scratch and to develop the skills associated with creating a character.

Skills developed in:

Hot-seating

Role on the wall

Planning

Developing through devising

Use of explorative strategies

Use of prop bags

Still Images and Image Theatre

Use of ICT to create a backdrop

Objectives:  At the end of the unit, students will present a performance of a series of scenes involving their character, where something life changing happens to them (e.g: winning the lottery, having a baby, recovering from disease.

Students will plan, devise and rehearse and perform a series of scenes involving the main character and subsidiary characters. 

Written Work:

· Students will hand in the following written work at the end of the unit:

· A brainstorm of ideas

· Role on the wall of their main character

· Script to accompany the scenes

· Evaluation (completed as a class at the end)

Lesson One:
Aims: How to Plan  A Character Effectively using hot seating as a starting point.
Brainstorm on the board how to plan a character, ask students for input here.  Students to copy  this into their books and number the order these tasks are going to completed in.  (see below).

1.  Hot seating     Role On The Wall   

2.  Planning ideas/storyline

3.  Improvising

4.  Structuring ideas - Devising

5.  Explorative strategies

6.  Voice, movement, gesture

7.  Costume, props, set – prop bag for character

8.  Perform

9.  Evaluate

Start at number one this lesson and begin hot seating everyone in your group.  (groups of 3-5 are required).

One person asks the person on their left a question e.g:  What is your name?  This then gets put into a role on the wall and is the whole groups main characters name.  That person then asks the person on their left and so on, until you have all of the characters personal details filled into the role on the wall.

(Use page 74 and 75 of the Handbook for drama to help the students.)

Lesson Two-Five:
Aims: To develop the character further through use of improvisation
· Develop some ideas for storyline for the character you have planned, by improvising a few ideas and storylines.  
· Try to make a scene that involves the central character in a life changing event of some sort.
· Try a few ideas and when happy with an idea, jot down some planning notes in a mind map or brain tree.
· After this you can start on structuring your piece of work into a detailed story through continued use of improvisation and planning.

Develop the use of beginning, middle, end through developing

INTENTION

SITUATION

OUTCOME

Homework:

To develop ideas for a script and to write the script as you go along.
Lesson Six onwards: Developing the performance
Continue the rehearsal process and develop the use of performance skills.

Discuss these and write on the board.

(Facing audience, clear vocal style, clarity, structure, etc.)

· Add explorative strategies into the piece, at least two detailed ones from the earlier unit (monologue works well)
Explorative Strategies:

· Physical theatre
· Character to narrator/Shared narration
· Still images or image theatre
· Thought tracking
· Monologues

· Symbolism

· Decide on costumes and props.  (Make up a prop bag for the main character and each bring in one item for the bag/character.
· Final rehearsal, then perform and evaluate each group verbally.
· One group could observe another first and give feedback then have an extra ½ rehearsal.
Evaluate:

What worked well?

Who sustained their characters role?

Who had a good storyline?

How could each group develop?

What did individuals do well?

How can the group improve?

Handout:
Acting questions you must ask yourself!



Discuss in pairs and complete as part of your drama diary

· Who am I? You must decide the following:
Your influences and your background (family, schooling etc)

Your experiences/emotional make up i.e. I lost my pet dog last year and every time I see a cocker spaniel now I get very tearful and can’t stop crying…

Your likes and dislikes

Your relationships with others

Your characteristics (i.e timid, brave, aggressive)

Task: Draw a picture of your character and surround them with characteristics – this is called Role On The Wall.

· Where am I? 

What kind of place is it?

What are the colours and textures?

What kind of furniture?

What does it mean for you to be here?

What objects are in the place?

How do I feel about them?

Task: Draw a picture/Find a photo

· When is it?

What time of day is it? 

Past/present?

What season is it?

Where have you come from? 

Where are you going after this?

· What do I want?

Simple, i.e. I want to wear my new outfit to school.

· Why do I want it?

I really fancy a boy in my year, (in another class) and I know he’ll like me too if he sees me looking so good.

· How will I get it?
I will make sure that I stand by the lockers outside maths then he comes out of maths at 10.50 so he sees me. 

What must I overcome? There are always things getting in the way of what you want, both inner (obstacles that come from your own physical/mental state of being) and outer (obstacles that come from other people, situations)
Inner – I need to get really confident to do this, as I am not a very confident person

Outer – Sometimes we get let out of that lesson a bit late which would mean that I would miss him
