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Year 9 - Rosa Parks
Aims:
For the students to explore and appreciate the varied forms oppression comes in, 

and what has and can be done about it.

Lesson 1and 2
In this activity, students listen to or read a selection describing the events of December 1, 1955. Then they read the rules that people had to follow on the bus. They label an illustration of the bus to reflect those rules. 
Starter
· As students come into the room give them a piece of paper with either green or blue on it.  Get the green students to sit in a circle on chairs.  The blue students are to stand behind the chairs.

· Play a short (no longer than 3 minute game of your choice with the students sat in the circle.  Ignore those standing even if they are disrupting.

· Discuss how did this feel for thse not taking part?  How did those taking part feel for those left out?

Read aloud to students a book about Rosa Parks. If you are unable to locate a book, you can read the story that follows:

Rosa Parks was a seamstress in Montgomery, Alabama. One December day, almost 50 years ago, Rosa got on the bus to go to work. She took a seat in the first row of the section in the back of the bus that was reserved for black people like Rosa.

A short time later, the bus stopped to pick up another passenger. A white person wanted to get on the bus, but there no more seats at the front of the bus, which was reserved for white people. The driver asked Rosa to move to the back of the bus so the white person could sit down. But Rosa would not move.

News of Rosa's refusal to give up her seat spread quickly through Montgomery. Just a few days later black people across the city stopped riding the bus. They walked to work instead. The bus company lost lots of money because only white people rode the bus.

Black people in Montgomery walked to work for almost a year. Finally, the rules were changed. The new rules let black people sit in any seat on the bus. Black people in Montgomery had Rosa to thank for the new bus rules. 

After sharing Rosa's story, discuss what this must have been to live in times where black people were separated from whites.  Relate this to the starter activity
Distribute to copies of the BUS RULES SHEET work sheet. Have students read the text at the top of the page that tells about the rules that were usually followed on buses in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955. Then call on students to read those rules aloud. Discuss the rules in relation to Rosa's story, DON’T Do THE WORKSHEET But discuss it.

Drama activities 

Set up chairs in the classroom to reflect the seating arrangement on the bus. Then have students role play passengers on that bus, acting out the events that day as Rosa got on the bus and as the driver asked Rosa to move to the back of the bus.  Include freezes and thought tracks.  You can extend this by making it into a performance in groups.
Lesson 3

· Mantle-of-the-expert (as a form of hot-seating) with teacher questioning the Characters in the role of white judge.

· Create another still image of what might have led Rosa Parks to make this stand.

Develop into a short piece.   

Perform and evaluate skills learned
Lesson Four/Five/Six

Students are to create a piece of drama that tells the story of Rosa Parks.

To include a scene on the bus
To include the boycott of the buses
Shared narration to tell the story

Images and thought tracks

The piece does not have to be chronological
One lesson to plan and rehearse (More if needed)

Perform on the second lesson.
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