Rooster – 1960s – Dance Critical Analysis
	Name of Work

Choreographer
	Type of Accompaniment
	Contribution to the work

	Rooster

Christopher Bruce
	Musical accompaniment

The Rolling Stones
	Words unfold the narrative.

Shows the era.


1. Briefly explain the Rooster video (use info at the bottom of the page)

2. What are the dancers’ body positions/shapes showing? (see below info)
3. Describe three gestures that are repeated throughout and what they represent.

Intergration:

3. What artforms are used in this piece? Explain them (see below)



[image: image1]
4. How might you use ideas from Rooster in your presentation on the 1960s?

Rooster by Christopher Bruce 
Christopher Bruce is one of Britain's leading choreographers, with an international reputation. He trained at the Ballet Rambert School and joined Ballet Rambert in 1963.

Rooster is an evocation of the mid-1960s using music, dance, gesture and costume to create the feeling of a Saturday night out. It examines the relationships between men and women from the assumption that the men have an innate advantage, although there are points in the work where the women triumph. Each song section represents this.


Inspiration

Christopher Bruce wished to celebrate the music and to use the qualities of the song to reflect the "sexual war" between women and men that he felt was prevalent during his teenage years. He compared the image of a strutting cockerel with its fine feathers and the men dressed up to go out.

Dancers
10 dancers (5 men and 5 women)

Choreographic Style
A number of movement motifs recur throughout the work including the "rooster strut", a stylised walk that the men execute by sliding the toes of the foot along the floor while the head and neck jut forward allowing the body to be pulled toward the outstretched extremities. The male dancers perform repeated grooming gestures, slicking down their hair, straightening cuffs and sleeves and adjusting ties and execute a jump whilst holding the jacket lapels, arms bent in a flapping triangle and legs paddling underneath, suggesting the truncated flight of a chicken.

Gestures such as the handshake are extended into larger movements with rolls and turns on the floor for male and female dancers and suggestions of exagerated bows.

3a. How is the sound used in the piece? 


3b. How does the music relate to the movement?


3c. Explain how the music has been used?


3d. Is spoken word used and how? (use of verbal arts)


3e. Talk about the filming/camera techniques/editing











