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	GCSE – DRAMA – Paper 1 Unit 2




	Year 11 GCSE 
	From November 

	Topic – Two Weeks With The Queen – By Mary Morris
	Sessions – 6 hour workshop


	Explorative Strategies

	*Still Image (Depiction) * Role Play * Forum-Theatre * Thought Tracking
*Hot-Seating *Shared Narration *Opposing Tension


	The Drama Medium

	The use of Voice * The Use of Spoken Language * 

Use of set / props

Use of Directing

Use of space/levels


	The Elements of Drama

	Action/Plot/Content

Climax/Anti-climax


	Drama Texts

	Two Weeks With The Queen – By Mary Morris (Full / published play-text)

Video = Adverts on Cancer – In relation to the family
Poem from a cancer survivors web site


	DETAILS

	The SOW will last for six assessed sessions)

Initial tasks - Reading the play text

Main Task - Undertaking the assessed workshops (using GCSE Paper 1 Unit 2 criteria)

Portfolio work – Intertwined with the practical sessions - Discussion / practical on the written portfolio 

 


	 Year 11 GCSE 
	

	Two Weeks With The Queen – By Mary Morris
	Pre Assessment and assessment Work – From October 


	AIMS

To introduce the text / subject-matter to the students

To introduce the issues related to the play: Cancer, Aids, Feelings of isolation
To engage the students with the matter of reading a full play-text

Assessment:

To develop the use of characterisation, voice, movement and gesture

To look at ideas related to staging and set design and lighting

To develop the use of character through hot seating and image work

To develop the use of shared narration using a poem exploring the issues of the play

To develop skills in opposing tension and in directing a scene as a performer or director.

Develop the use of shared narration and emotion using a poem extract

	RESOURCES

Copies of the play text

Poem


	SESSION PLAN
	Teacher Thinking
	Portfolio

Evidence
	Syllabus Req’s


	Introduction Pre assessment:
Read the script and have a go at directing the opening scene.  How might this be done? What might be affective?  Discuss what opposing tension is and use opposing tension to create gesture for each character of Colin, Luke, mum and dad.

Discussion on Opposing Tension:
This is where the characters move one part of the body in an opposing way to the other.  E.g: if the character is confident, shoulders back and chest forward creates the opposing tension.

Things to remember when directing:

(Brainstorm on board)

Voice, movement, gesture

Character

Tension, dramatic pauses

Setting, staging

Give out various cards with X’s on and O’s on:

Those with X to be separated from the group.

Play various games with the others, ignore the X’s for most of the lesson.

Whole Class Discussion:

How did the X’s feel?

Why might I have done this?

How does this relate to the play?

How does this relate to Colin, Luke and the family and to Grif and Ted?

Discuss possible play development ideas of feeling isolated.  This might be about illness, abortion, family disagreements, special needs etc.

Short imporovisation on one of these ideas.

Play action – students watch / evaluate

Students to reflect on what was effective
Assessment Period:

20 Mins - Carousel Activity/Discussion:

Discuss initial ideas about certain topics given by the teacher.  Set up with two circles and inner and outer, facing each other.  One minute to discuss each topic and then inner circle rotates one to the left.

Topics:

Staging ideas

Set design

Costume

Lighting

Characterisation

Sound

35 Mins - Hot seat Colin and Luke:
Students take it in turns to be hot-seated as Luke and Colin

· Take note of the characters emotions and feelings.

· Think about what we already know about the characters and what you would like to find out.


	Talk about feeling isolated and how it relates to Colin, Luke and the family.
This should be done at the start of a lesson and should be carried out seriously.
	A01 Response
What is opposing tension
Brief written explanation

A01 – Brainstorm in portfolio on these key areas and initial ideas for dramatising the play
A01 –

Write down two questions: one for Colin, one for Luke to be asked during the hot seating

A02 –

Role on the wall of Colin


	Drama Texts

Improvising
Pre assessment
Evaluating
Pre assessment
Discussion

Use of set/props/
staging

Use of lighting/sound
Hot seating

Developing character through use of emotions


	SESSION PLAN
	Teacher Thinking
	Portfolio

Evidence
	Syllabus Req’s

	50 mins - Developing Opposing Tension and Directing:

I am suggesting you employ a variety of techniques:

· Based on previous discussions in pre assessment work on directing, give out a copy of one page of action where Colin and Alastair break into the grounds of Buckingham palace.

·  Various members of the class taking a role 
Up to four in a group
· One person to take on the role of the director, the others as Alastair, Colin, policeman

· 20 mins to plan and annotate the script as a group

· 30 mins to rehearse the scene
Setting/staging etc discussed previously are important to consider

30 Mins - Perform the work – Use Forum Theatre to show how the scene may progress
Students to use one group to work on with students stopping the action and offering practical suggestions to how the work may develop or be approached differently.
	The aim of these sessions is to develop the use of directing and the use of character development throughout the scene
Ensure that the following vocabulary is used during discussions


	A02 –
Use of scripts with annotations and students notes

A02 –

Storyboard the ideas
	Drama Texts

Action

Plot

Content

Climax

Anti-climax

Character




2hrs 10 mins
	SESSION PLAN
	Teacher Thinking
	Portfolio

Evidence
	Syllabus Req’s

	15 Mins - Thought Tunnel:

 to show how Colin feels when he writes the letter to the queen
· Students stand in two lines facing each other.  Teacher walks down the centre as Colin students say what is going through Colins mind as he is about to write the letter to the Queen.

Discussion:
How would you feel if someone in your family was very ill?

40 Mins - Small Group Work – Family Tragedy
Show the advert on Cancer in the family
Discuss Initial reactions about this
Each person to make one comment

· Groups of 4-6
· Discuss how are families affected when someone in the family is ill?

· Develop three pieces of image theatre to show: 

1. A typical family tableau

2. A family affected by illness

3. A family who are affected by someone having Aids.

· Students are to prepare depictions for 3 or 4 of these major themes – these can be naturalistic or abstract or mixture of the two use movement and a few words dialogue in between each one to link them together, thinking about transitions
15 Mins - Play the action / reflect / evaluate


	
	AO2 –
Write down a letter that Colin writes to the Queen.  This should be based on the letter in the play but use creative writing and your own work .
A01 – students to ensure they note the themes down.
Present a series of diagrams to show the images with explanation.


	Use of thought tracking
Still Image

Evaluation of other’s work


50 Mins - Read out the poem below and present the poem to the class using various images and shared narration.

· Remember to be empathetic

· Think about their feelings, worries and strengths they have as a family

· Show the struggles and the things they have been through and lived through.

· Use lighting to show the moods and changes in mood and atmosphere.
· Use two explorative strategies of your choice to add atmosphere and tension to the scene.
30 Mins - Perform – What was effective? How did lighting affect the mood of the piece?
4hrs 45 Mins
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A Father's Love, For His Son 
Taken from a Cancer survivors web site
One year ago today this Father's Day Eve.

The Doctor came to our room and knocked me to my knees.

 I knew something was wrong as soon as I seen his face.
I prayed up above that I brought my son to the right place.

 As he gave us the dreadful news, my son had Cancer.
I prayed to you God, in hopes you would answer.

 Why must you hurt me and my wife?
Already you have take our first son's life!

 Yes, eight years ago we lost our son David one cold October day.
It brought me and my wife closer and forever we would stay.

Even though time had passed, the pain was still there.
Yet, when my son Joseph was diagnosed with leukemia, it was almost to much to bear.

 When we lost our first son it was as if we learned how much more to LOVE,
And we know Joseph was a gift sent from David up above.

 I am a man with little words and struggles with what to say.
But why must my son suffer with the cancer everyday?

 He has lost part of his childhood to this ugly dreaded disease.
I pray to you Lord, give me the strength I need desperately please. 

Yes, he is only seven, yet he has been through so much.
Yet he has all of our hearts with his simple gentle touch.
He rarely sheds a tear, and almost will never complain.
Although, I know sometimes he is in some pain.

 I am a Dad who is quiet, by my soul cries out loud.
Yet though it all, my seven year old son is my HERO, and makes me so proud.
We have been though so much as a family, this past year.

And I can't wait for the year 2000 to give a big CHEER!

 For this is the time we will all celebrate.

My son Joseph has no more leukemia, we all including his little sister Natie, just can't Wait!

 Love,
Your Dad
	SESSION PLAN
	Teacher Thinking
	Portfolio

Evidence
	Syllabus Req’s

	15 Mins to Plan – 30 mins Rehearsal, 30 mins performing and evaluating

Climax – Dramatic tension
For this final piece, come up with an ending to the play.  The play ends on in optimistic way….but what do you think happens next?
· Students are to work in groups of no more than 5 and are to plan, devise and perform and ending to the play.
· Think about Play action
Develop a climax and use tension to create the piece, use of voice, character and voice/movement are very important in this piece.
PLENARY

·  What was successful?
· What was a realistic ending?

· Do you like the end of the original play?

Ensure you leave time for students to make some notes for their portfolio (or set for H/W)
	It is important to discuss the issues of the play and possibilities for an ending. Tension and mood/atmosphere should play a major part in the planning processs.
Notes to be taken throughout the planning


	A01 – Developing a detailed plan of the action in the role play.
A02 – 
Show how the play developed, you may want to add a small section of script


	Role Play
Voice
movement
gesture

Dramatic tension

Climax
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