The Lazzi - Sight Gags
An important part of every play, given always to the most expert and popular actors, were the humorous interruptions, called lazzi, which often had nothing to do with the play itself. It might be clever pantomimic acting, acrobatic feats, juggling, or wrestling. 
Examples

· Three characters meet at a cook shop, where they hear of an accident which has befallen the wife of one of them. While they express their dismay at the affliction, they fall to eating greedily from a huge dish of macaroni; and as they eat, tears stream down their faces. 
· A servant, disgusted at an order his master has given him, delays carrying it out until he has turned a complete somersault. One famous actor could execute this trick having a full glass of wine in his hand, without spilling a drop. 
· Another was able, in his eighty-third year, to box the ear of a fellow servant with his foot. 
· A slapstick hit or fall

· The rule of three (comedy slapstick style)

· These are examples of the lazzi of the Commedia dell'arte.

