Example of drama lesson write ups

As an introduction to our work on Brecht, we looked at the structures a Brechtian drama uses in a practical context.  These forms are always varied and often deliberately intrude upon an audience’s perception of theatre.
Archetypes and Gestus
We created a series of images based on different stereotypes such as ‘the mad scientist’; ‘the model’; ‘the hero’.  As the images stood, they were pure stereotypes of those character traits.  It wasn’t until we added a change in gesture such as a change in pose that the image became a true archetype. 

In ‘the model’ image, we used a simple change in gesture, such as an arm being moved across the body.  This instantly transformed the image into not purely a model, but a page 3 or glamour model.  We added meaning to the piece, thus creating gestus (getting the gist across to the audience by exaggerating or making clearer what we have established). We still allowed the character to be an archetypal character, as the character image was never revealing any other information to the audience other than that we knew it was a glamour model.

Brecht doesn’t want the audience to relate to the characters on stage, but wants to merely see a representation of such character, free from intricate details regarding emotion.  By getting this across we know that gestus is achieved.

To highlight gestus further, we played a scene as soldiers walking across a stage, this was our only starting point for the scene as no further instructions were given to us at this point.  It was hard to understand what to do or how to do it, as the instruction was vague to say the least.  We decided to show this by marching across the stage in formation and as a whole group in training.
When this was performed we were asked to consider the meaning of the piece of drama, we struggled to find one and didn’t know what we were trying to convey to the audience.  We were then asked for half of the group to lie across the floor and the other soldiers to walk across the stage again.  It was only after this instruction had been given that we were able to put the scene into context.  The scene developed meaning and became focused as the actors had reason to be walking across now.  This was a fine of example of how gestus can be used to create meaning.  By making the scene focused, we were able to gain an understanding of the work both as actors and audience members.  

